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Across the Savannah

On the Mountain
by Libby Walden , illustrated by Clover Robin

Kirkus Reviews
OPleasant visits to wil d

he Oshkosh o}

habitats

or t set .
Orange Marmalade

oBoldly-colored, intricately articulated pieces unfold in ooh -ah splendor at every page turn.
Archimedes Notebook

0Sidebars contain fun

And the pop -ups provide an abundance of details

onal i
kids

facts and additi
t hat wi || have

Little Cub Literacy

0 éwould pair really beautifully with virtual field trips via Skype or any number of zoo cams! As
an art extension, children could make their own pop -up page. In science, you can choose a
featur ed animal to research more about. In writing, kiddos could draw + label one of the
animals. | could even see this tying into a math lesson if you have little plastic animals for
manipulatives! 0
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“w} Pecuhar The Alphabet of Peculiar Creatures
creatures by Katie Abey

Imagination S oup
0 | doming this book ! 6
Literacy Daily, 6 Sh h h'! | 6m Readingéd
0 T hbdef, child -friendly text of interesting facts about the animals € é makes this book an
excellent springboard for further investigation by young researchers interested in learning
more about these peculiar creatures and other animal oddities on our planet. 0

Ithaca Child, Finger Lakes Family Fun

OAl exander 0s

oFrom axolotl to zebu, this book introduces young readers and their

very strange creatures. 0

The Pirate Tree

Library: Ani mal
parents to a diversity of

OAbeyds text introduces young readers to many
and colorful illustrations will delight readers. Each entry word has not only succinct

-friendly pronunciation guide. Teachers will appreciate

that this book has STEM extensions. Highly recommended for any home, classroom or public

informati on, but also has a simple, kid
library. 6

A Book and a Hug

0 éone of those books everybody stands in line to check out.
fact books that have really extreme info are going to love this.

All the kids who desperately need to laugh hysterically
or shout GROSS are goingto lovet hi s. 0

animal books are going to love this.

www.friends.kanemiller.com

7

e

All the kids who love those
All the kids who just love

s, f

cut e,



Kane Miller Recent Reviews

EDC PUBLISHING 2019 - 2020 titles
Updated 940/2020

eeéeéeéeceecéeéeéecceeceéeéeceecceéecéecce.

LAURA # PHILIP BUNTING

Another book Another Book about Bears
about bears. by Laura Bunting, illustrated by  Philip Bunting

Kirkus Reviews
0This metanarrative is made especially entertaining by its conversational tone. é The
inclusion of some nonstandard animals in the cast also helps to sustain interest. Bear-y fun. 6

Storymamas
0This hilarious book begins by introducing us to the main character, an old brown bear, who

decides he has had enough with bears being in stories. € The illustrations and dual story -
telling of the narrator an  d bear makes this a lovable book to be read aloud and enjoyed. 6

Little Cub Literacy

oFunny and cleverly imagined, Another Book About Bears is a great choice for teaching
perspective! é It's a funread -aloud that's sure to get you laughing and feeling for these
overworked furry friends. 6

y A
& l]_[I[BlRAlRV At the Library, A Shl‘ne -a-Light Book
: by Heather Alexander |, illustrated by Ipek Konak

Mom Read It

0The Shine-a-Light series from Kane Miller adds a fun dimension to nonfiction reading: hold
each right -hand page to the light to see a hidden image. At the Library is a nice introduction
to libraries for younger readers who are new to what libraries can do and offer. 0
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AL TAIT

Hil‘|ll!l)i\:ll l ||, 04

\\\\\H{\ \I C | Tt '\ The Ateban Cipher
The Book of Secrets
The Book of Answers

by A.L. Tait
Barb Hopkins Blog
0 épacked with action, adventure, danger, and an intriguing mystery. € |loved the wit and
whimsy of the dialogue and the pacing of each scene € éhe story flows effortlessly with a
comfortable balance of action, exposition, and dialogue. o]

Charlotteds Library

olf you love medieval adventures, you'll enjoy these two books greatly! Gabe and co. are
great characters, and the girls in particular are tons of fun! Gabe's progression from innocent
babe in the wood to someone able to step up to the plate is especially pleasing. é
Especially recommended to younger Ranger's Apprentice fans. o]

Booklist Online
0 éa fast -paced adventure brimming with mystery and complex navigations of loyalt y and
morality. 6

Always in the Middle
0ét he st ory é séreahpage tuinar.g é give this series a try. It will be time well
spent. 6
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Axel & Beast series
The Grabbem Getaway
Antarctic Attack
Tropical Tangle
The Omega Operation
Castle of Cyborgs
by Adrian C. Bott, illustrated by Andy Isaac

SWON Libraries Clear Reviews

The Grabbem Getaway

ol would recommend this for children who are reluctant readers. The story is fast paced and
could be read aloud to a child by a parent. This is the first in the series and | would
recommend this for any collection . 0

Bear Grylls Adventure Series
by Bear Grylls, illustrated by Emma McCann

Storymamas
0The Bear Grylls Adventures have been such a hit in my classroom! In each book, the
character finds a compass that transports them to a new place where they will need to use

survival skills to survive. Bear Grylls is there to help them to not only face their fears, but to get
out alive, too! My students love the adventure and subtle survival skills littered throughout the
book. These diverse books are perfect for thi

series to get them hooked on! 6
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Bear Grylls Epic Climbs
Discover How Five of the Most Difficult Mountains were

Conquered
by Bear Grylls

Meridian Magazine ,0 Newt onds Book NeRisctiGrreaBodkosn to Enl i ght
0 éiswell written and kid friendly making it an interesting read for all. The information on

s

gear and techniques, as well as a glossary at the back of the book, is exceptional. 6

Beast Feast
by Emma Yarlett

B e YNLMT
A 4 A S L a8

Kirkus Reviews
0é this trickster tale has some special features of its own to offer é Gourmands, armchair or
otherwise € € will smack their lips. 0

School Library Journal STARRED

0The relationship between the human and beast is developed seamlessly through the
narrative and imagery, and there is a co nsiderable amount of conflict and suspense as the
story unwinds. The illustrations add fun supporting details to the text, and the typeface of the
narrative further adds to the spooky feel. VERDICT A comical read with many delightfully
creepy mentions, thi s tale captures the wonder of developing unique friendships. o]

www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Little Cub Literacy

ol love that you are able to flip open the letters € éReaders of all ages will enjoy the
bonding and clever turn of events as Beast turns from an enemy to a friend. € sure to win
over even the most reluctant of young readers! o]

Best Behavior
By Patricia Hegarty, illustrated by Sak shi Mangal

Meridian Magazine 0 Newt onds Book Newsbd
OThere are smiling and happy animals going about their day while interacting nicely with
others and properly grooming themselves. 6

DAVID BARROW

The Big Race
by David Barrow

Kirkus Reviews

0 éthe message of inclusion creates a heartwarming end. € Aardvark makes a comical
contrast to the powerful animals, with her stubby legs, elongated snou t, and expressively
droopy ears. o

Mom Read It
0 .all about embracing the journey rather than the destination, listening to the inner voice
that tells you o0l can! 6, and doing the thing-1that

empowerment and self -reliance. é a sweet story about challenging oneself, and testing
oneds O i mits.
www.friends.kanemiller.com
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The Pirate Tree

oBarrowbs simple story and col orful il lustrations w
important it is to persevere. This will be a great addition to any home, school or i br:;
collection. 0

SARKH COYLE  Tmp  DAN TAYLOR

The Biggest Story
by Sarah Coyle, illustrated by Dan Taylor

Kirkus Reviews
OA nifty way to encourage imaginative play and storytelling. 6

Unpacking the Power of Picture Books

O0Consider this a launch pad for  channeling home -bound energy into daylong

creativity. é dive deeply into the colorful, comical, and diverse experiences on the page.

| particularly enjoyed the stereotype  -challenges to various species (socializing cats, assertive
sheep, among others.) I'ma  sucker for big -eyed and button -eyed characters, especially

comic -style with subtle shading and shadows. There is something about these images that
epitomizes the magic of lifting ideas off the page, out of our imaginations, and into our lives. o]

School Library Journal

0oThe story is told in a way that feels authentic to
are good ideas when creating. In an effort to further encourage children, the creators

included a story chart in the back. VERDICT The creative process is a knotty concept to

portray, but this story does a good job demonstrating one aspect of it.o

The Pirate Tree

oCoyl ebs text builds a simple story into a highly i
readers. Tayl ords | ively il | ulorparivelaithshetaxh d Higidyl d use of
recommended for inclusion in any home, preschool, kindergarten or first grade libraries. o]
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Big Books for Little Hands
0This book is full of laughs and fun surprises! 6

Imagination S oup
oDondt miss this f ant as ahogtryingitothsng ipra storygandahe ankmala b o u t
that help him. 6

Birdhouse
by Libby Walden, illustrated by Clover Robin

Little Cub Literacy 0 Instagram

OWhat a perfect way to lead science instruction in the greatest classroom of all: the
outdoors! é This would be a great gift (especially with a pair of binoculars!) for any nature
lover! 6

bp A AL A
THE

BO0K

WiTllouT
A STORY

The Book Without a Story
by Carolina Rabei

Kirkus Reviews
OReaders will find themselves wanting  to hug a book after reading this story. 6

www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Mom Read It
0An adorable pick for readers and book lovers, and one that will send your readers running
to the |l ibrary. (But pleasep dondt run when you get

The Pirate Tree

OR a b e sedstive text tells the story of how a lonely book helps a reluctant reader to begin to
read by himself. Her detailed illustrations pair well with the text. Highly recommended for
inclusion in any home, school or public library. 0

School Library Journal

0The single pages and spreads are inviting, inclusive, and colorful, with sweet -faced
characters and detailed visuals.  é This celebration of the wonder of the library and the love

of reading is sure to please readers everywhere . A perfect choice for alib  rary-themed read -
aloud. 6

Meridian Magazine , ONewtonds Book Newsb§¥6

0Be sure to check out the clever end pages. 0

UY 'Am Boy Band of the Apocalypse

"“APOCA by Tom Nicoll, illustrated by David McConnell

B TOM NICOLL

Q0 OCONELL

Bookli st

oLosing no chance to satirize the brutal audition process as well as boy bands and their
cultish followers, Nicoll propels his cast members (many of whom turn out to be not what they
seem on first, or even second, glance) through a series of rescues and revelations to a
climactic stage battle before thous ands of screaming fans. 0

Books YA Love
OAnother fun British import brought to the US by Kane Miller é 6

Always in the Middle
Boy Band of the Apocalypse
0 éa quick read that can be enjoyed by a wide range of middle graders. It will appeal to

both boys and girls along with those somewhat reluctant readers. € Excellent story telling! 6
www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Always in the Middle
Boy Band of the Apocalypse fi Washed Up
o ¢light-hearted and fun. é would make a great read aloud e o

q;:%%

% BUG HOTE

Lhitthe-lap bosk of ducovery

Bug Hotel
by Libby Walden, illustrated by Clover Robin

Little Cub Literacy 6 Instagram

0Creating a Bug Hotel is a wonderful project to get your babes out in nature and have some

hands -on science learning while most classrooms have gone virtual. € Most of the time | am
a proponent of nonfiction books that have photographs instead of illustrations, but these
illustrations are so gorgeous and lifelike that children will be just as drawn to them as they are
photographs. | cannot recommend this title enough for the nature lovers in your life! 0

A Celebration of Brothers

A Celebration of Sisters
By Harriet Evans, illustrated by Andrés Landazabal

Kirkus Reviews
0Sweet additions to the picture  -book family. 6

Mom Read It

0 éa joyous celebration in words and pictures, a s multicultural families celebrate their
relationships together. Onl y chi | dr e n éaJubdamtdlltistrationd and happyt rhyming
verses make these great readalouds. 0
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Class Picture
by Noé Carlin, illustrated by Hervé Le Goff

Storymamas

N~z

0é mer fect r e aTdisiad ctevedbéok with the illustrations stealing the show!

(@}

Comparisons Big and Small
By Clive Gifford, illustrated by Ana Seixas

A 1 1 rC
HOW THT WORLD MCASURCLS UP

Kirkus Reviews
oPlayful measures and matches, whether measured in inches or dinosaurs. o}

School Library Journal
OAn accessible, funwaytol earn a bit of science and math. 6
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The Curious World of Kitchen Science
The Chemistry of Cola: Discover and Learn with

21 Experiments
by Dr. Jamie Gallagher

| THE CURIOUS WORLD O}

| KITCHEN
| | SCIENCE

DR. JAMIE GALLAGHER ||

Meridian Magazine ,0 Newt onds Book NeRisctiGrreaBodkosn to Enl i ght
0The directions are laid out simply and are easy to follow with excellent diagrams of
explanations ! 6

Dogs in Space
by Vix Southgate, illustrated by Iris Deppe

Kirkus Reviews

0 éthe flat, bright images of blastoff and the use of headlines and poster type add plenty of
visual drama, and as they take their star turns the two space travelers positively glow with
doggy personality throughout. € a space achievement well worth commemor ating é 6

School Library Journal , STARRED POP
0The simple, colorful i llustrations complementthetext é é A miaset for libraries and a
welcome addition for all STEM collections 6

The Horn Book Magazine STARRED

0The story is told with much enthusiasm and little anthropomorphism, with the automatically
appealing narrative bolstered by useful scientific facts €o

www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Publishers Weekly
oD e p p eclhasmingly gonzo illustrations of smiling, bug  -eyed dogs cleverly incorporate
referenceserascid i680saphics and Russian Constructivist

imagined telling of a key scientific milestone balances an engaging plot, usefu | deta ils, and
an inspirinbtwoliglsdogsdram the étreets of Moscow can make his tory, then
per haps vy o u Baclmatter include$timelines of animal launches and the Space

Race. 0

Archimedes Notebook
00f cour se t her e ®se sfiread dkplamathetsgace race, and another gives a
timeline ofspace expl oration from 1960 to 1998. 56

A Book and a Hug

oThere's nothing like a pair of dogs to bring something as challenging as a journey into space

down to the level and understanding o f our children. This one will spark the imaginations as
readers and listeners consider the risks and the unknowns and get a glimpse of the rivalry
betweent he nati ons during the Cold War. 6

Dottty and Dashds 123
by Craig Shuttlewood

Meridian Magazine ,0 Newt onds Book News§d
0The colors are vibrant throughout making this book a great learning experience.

(@}
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Double Felix
by Sally Harris

Sally Havrig
Lartrated by Maris feorime

Always in the Middle
0 éan adventure of discovery and understanding € @ fantastic read -aloud inthe
classroom or at home. A beautiful story to enjoy and share. 6

School Library Journal

OReaders gain an understanding of anxiety and OCD disorders. The illustrations could be
tempting to some reluctant readers. € agood introduction for upper elementary students to
mental health issues . . . 0

@Q(Ma&g@:. 7 Dr . Maggieds Grand Tour o
: by Dr. Maggie Aderin -Pocock , illustrated by Chelen Ecija

Q
*svs“‘" Q)
'_ a

Kirkus Reviews

oWith a genial BBC science educator as guide, a good gander round our stellar

neighborhood, from Earth to Oort cloud. € the substantial factual payload, ably abetted by

a closing "ship's database" that includes a largely female gallery of astronomers and oth er
"space people,” is lightened by the author/narrator's chatty style. Similar tours abound, but a

well -informed chaperone gives this one an ad ded boost. o

School Library Journal
0Appealing visuals and infographic  -like design provide abundant contextual support. € This
fun and engaging resource could strengthen astronomy collections . 0

www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Booklist

OA lot of information lives between these covers, but a conversational tone and distinct

bubbles of text make it easily digestible. Helpful back matter, cleverly referred to as the

0shipbds database, 6 includes summari es, fast fact s,
main pages include stunning photographs, illustrations, and digital renderings that work well

alongside the chatty text. A wondrous introductory tour for any budding astronomer or

would -be astronaut . 6

Wrapped in Foil

OWhat 6s best about this book is that readers can r e
or they can browse sections for specific topics of interest. The sidebars also break the text into

delicious readable chunks . 6

Meridian Magazine , ONewtonds Book News: Book | deas for Fut
0The book is so well laid out kids of all ages will surely learn ~ much and desire to learn even
more. Youdl |l find an outstanding glossary at the back

Dragon Post
by Emma Yarlett

Little Cub Literacy
ol can see so many uses for this in the classroom €  é@nother clever title you will find yourself
reaching for again and again! 6
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The Everyday Journeys of Ordinary Things
by Libby Deutsch , illustrated by Valpuri Kerttula

Literacy Dally, 6 St em St ori eso
0Curious young children will enjoygy following the st

Storymamas
OThisissuchaneatbook! é We candét wait ne wihtameourmhist wdents th

lthaca Child 6 Al exander's Library"
OEach spread invites the reader to share a journey as they follow annotated maps and
flowcharts of things and services @ including chocolate! 6

The Extraordinary Life of Katherine Johnson
by Devika Jina, illustrated by Maggie Cole

Booklist

0The book is invitingly designed, with liberal illustrations breaking up the text to create an airy
feel to the page. Furthermore, it is printed in purple, which can lower visual stress and assist
dyslexic readers. Throughout, the injustices of and obstacles posed by segregation and

institutional racism are noted, making Johnsonds pe
the sciences all the more admirable. Sourced quotes personalize her story, and an illustrated
time line helpfully recaps the main text. An appealing and recommended resource. 0
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Fair Shares
by Pippa Goodhart , illustrated by Anna Doherty

PIFPA GoodHART
ANNA Domh}

Kirkus Reviews
0Goodhartds distinction between equality and equity
l'ife: 0Giving everybody the same thing isndt al way:¢

School Library Journal

0The cheerful, naive illustrations f produced digitally  with ink and pencil textures f feature red,
yellow, and green pears, plus backgrounds abuzz with fluttery insects. Set against this vibrant
milieu, Doherty creates an earthy resonance between black Bear, with a brown muzzle and

paws, and brown Hare, sporting  black -tipped ears. 6

The Horn Book

0The text brims with words that rhyme with  pear, and endearing Briticisms (
sprinkled throughout. Vivid, stylized, digitally rendered illustrations mirror the whimsy and

lightness of touch in this lesson i n fairness and equity for the very young. 6

Little Cub Literacy
0This is a MUST for any child's library!6

Meridian Magazine ,0 Newt onds Book News: Back to School Books
OThis is a perfect book to open discussions of what kids think is fair dornot. 6

www.friends.kanemiller.com
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Family Heroes:

Keeping Things Going

Keeping Us Healthy

by Harriet Evans, illustrated by Fotini Tikkou

Kirkus Reviews

oThe text, in an abcb rhyme scheme, i s desaorighitpti ve,
illustrations are neatly integrated with the text, providing additional details about the jobs

and the workers. € A companion work, Keeping Us Healthy , follows the same format,

focusing on ambulance drivers, X  -ray technicians, dentists, veterinaria  ns, and other healers.

The diversity is even more striking, with a o0daddy ¢
of color) and a white pharmacist who uses a wheelchair. Parents and young readers will find

much to discuss. 6

Childrends Lit Love

0 éthese bo oks do not disappoint! From the accessible text to the inclusive illustrations to the

i mportant introduction to all sorts of community he
read with your young audiences! € the inclusion and diversity inthe charact er sd physi cal
characteristics will alsoleadtom any wonder f ul conversations. 6

GRUHPY

XQ“TOISLE First Time Feelings Grumpy Tortoise
by Michael Buxton

Michael. Buxton

Kirkus Reviews

OA tortoise who wakes up on the wrong side of the bed finds plenty of reasons to smile in the
course of one day. € The artwork is colorful, and the animals are expressive and charming.
€ A cogent reminder that grumpiness is fleeting. o]
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